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no one in the tower but just myself, and I never had been
alone before. Munthe said there was nothing to fear.
" Not even the ghost of the watchman ? " I asked.
" The watchman was to guard and protect, not to assault/'
he answered, and so I felt quite safe, and I was very happy.
It was Italy at last!
During the ensuing weeks, Munthe ruled me with a rod of
iron. He was by nature domineering and dictatorial; he set
himself to enforce all kinds of rules, with which, however, I was
in such complete accord that conforming made me appear
docile. For instance, I must never go for long walks alone.
This I had no need to do, for he was always ready to accompany
me and a pleasanter companion could not have been chosen.
I must never, he said, go down to Capri, which was a foul
place full of tourists. I had no desire whatever to go down
to Capri!
I must remain, he said, awfully secluded and hidden and
quiet, whether I liked it or not. I liked it!
I must live simply, not in the lavish worldly way in which
I was accustomed. I never had lived in any but a simple
way.
I must try to cast out the Americanism that was in me I
must forget the crowds and the amusements and the garishness
of my habitual life, and try to appreciate the stillness, the peace,
the grandeur of nature, the atmosphere of the gods that
reigned on my mountain cliff.
And I laughed and danced for joy because I had found the
realization of my dreams.
I called him Tiberio, the name seemed to belong to him.
He had the qualities and faults of Tiberius; his tyranny and
kindliness, and his vanity also. He might have been, and I
believed he was, a reincarnation of the Imperator, drawn back
to the scene of his past and doomed in this life to pay back
an overburdened Karma—'the mosaic floor of the Palace of
Tiberius stood in Munthe's garden amid its own ruins, but the
scenic background remained unchanged.
Every morning before the light was strong, Tiberio and I met
somewhere outside my gate and went for a long walk. I was
never sure where he would be. Sometimes I was impelled

